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Up-and-coming MediaCorp actress Felicia Chin used to speak mostly English. The
2 1-year-old, who has starred in such Mandarin TV serials as Portrait Of Home and The
Champions, tells JEAN LOO how she became a confident Mandarin speaker

You were a student at Tanjong
Katong Girls’ Secondary and Victoria
Junior College. What kind of grades
did you get for Chinese?

When 1 was young, I spoke both English
and Mandarin at home. But my English
was definitely better because my parents
weren't good at Chinese. !

Grades-wise, I did fairly well. But all I
did was memorise, which isn’t too good
because I totally forgot everything once
the examinations were over..

Things got a little better when I went
to Tanjong Katong Girls' Secondary. For
example, no one was allowed to speak a
single word of
English
during
Chi-
nese

classes. If we did, we’d be fined $1.

My teacher also encouraged more con-
versations and recommended books that
immersed us in the culture.

With my friends around me speaking
more Mandarin, I made use of the chance
to speak more. So I became more fluent
quite naturally.

Do you feel more confident about
your command of the language now
that you have acted in a few Chinese
drama serials on television?

Yes, I definitely feel more at ease speak-
ing Mandarin, especially in public and
with strangers. Even when hosting
shows, I feel more comfortable convers-
ing with the audience in Mandarin.

My scripts are all in Mandarin and ev-
eryone at work speaks it. I have realised
that after acting in the Chinese dramas,

1 speak proper Mandarin more, rather
than Singlish or a mix of English and
Mandarin.

It just proves that with practice,
'\ one can get more comfortable with
f ! the language.

i/ Would you consider yourself
effectively bilingual now?

| I think I am bilingual to a certain ex-
. tent, but it’s definitely nowhere near
. perfect. There's a lot of room for im-
provement.

For example, I can’t easily trans-
late an English essay into Chinese.

But it will all come with practice.

Why is it important for you to be
bilingual?
A very big motivating factor is my career.

Being bilingual certainly helps during
occasions and events, when you can
make full use of both languages.

Also, my job enables me to meet many
people from different walks of life. It
feels good when I can successfully con-
verse with them.

I will be very happy and will feel ac-
complished if I can master both lan-
guages some day.

Any tips for people who want to
improve their Mandarin?

Use it every day. You must not be afraid
of speaking out and making mistakes.

I once watched a variety show hosted
by a Thai emcee. His Mandarin wasn't
perfect but he spoke with so much confi-
dence that it was just a joy watching him.

Also; I try not to use English words
when speaking in Mandarin. I think that
mixing both languages is really a bad hab-
it and definitely not the right way to mas-
ter either.

And of course, learn more Chinese
words and idioms by reading Cool Speak.

I actually read it every week. The col-
umn is very interesting because it has
words that we all use but they are trans-
lated into Chinese.

COOL SPEAK

GET YOUR POCKET GUIDE
FORJUST$4.901
prEFTEE

More Chinese words

used in everyday
conversation can be !
found in the Cool Speak
pocket guide, B
published by The | G
Straits Times. The 3
172-page guide, which
comes in four vibrant
colours, is on sale now

1o speatind

|
! M ANDAR‘N

at$4.90

at all 45 Popular
hookstores in
Singapore.
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K MFEPELNTERART,
chéntai: XIn de xuéqi zai shang ge xingqi kaishi le,
FLRRKRIABELMANBZFIERK.
youxie jiazhang bidoxian de bi tamen de héizi hai jinzhang.

Mrs Tan: Some ﬂarnnts were more Jittery than their kids when the new semester
began last week.

=K EABRRE?

[tai: zénme shud ne?

Mrs Lee: How was it so7

BRK: BEZEE—(IE%E, EZIFMHEEN
chéntai: wo céngjing midl yiwéi muigin, zai 13oshT fénfll xuéshengmen

FHELER, BEASHRERMAILTF.

nachil zudyabu shi, jingran chuangjin késhi bang ta de érzi.
Mrs Tan: | once saw an anxious mother running to help her son when the teacher asked
the students to take out their exercise books.

FRELE. REEDIFZENHNLAS

[itai: wd yé shi. wo céngjing jiangud xuéshéngmen péidul shang zhduhui

B EERER, RBIATARRENMERAEZTHR

hud huf dao kesh shi, fumlimen wei le zhanji zuljia de waizhi lai géi haizi paizhao

MFERRE-

ér zhéngxian konghou.
Mrs Lee: Me too. | have seen parents jostling for good positions to take photos of thelr

kids when they were queuing at the assembly or returning to the classrooms.

A BB NEATHIEXRBELE,
chéntai: guaibude yixie xidoxué wai le zhizhi zhel&i shiging fashéng,
MREZIERBHNFRELTEE.

€ér juéding jinzhi fumi jinrl xuéxido mouxié fanwéi.

Mrs Tan: No wonder some primary schools are cordoning off certain areas
to keep the parents away,

TR HSE, M RizERE I M se,
litai: qishi, tamen yinggai jingjing de céng yuanchil zud guancha,
HEB B F & — LBt B)E R F IR -

bing géi haizi dud yixié shijian shiying xin huanjing.

Mrs Lee: Actually the parents can watch their children quietly from a distance
and give them time to adjust to a new environment,

WIN
Eason Chan's

How many awards did Eason Chan win
at the Hong Kong Commercial Radio
Music Awards 2005 ?

3A.Two 3B. Four 3C.Six 3D, Eight
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